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A Culinary Crucible

|. The Mystery: A Gift or a Test?
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And the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread for you from the sky, and the people shall
go out and gather each day that day’s portion—that | may thus test them, to see whether they
will follow My instructions or not.
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Remember the long way that the LORD your God has made you travel in the wilderness these
past forty years, that He might test you by hardships to learn what was in your hearts: whether
you would keep His commandments or not.
He subjected you to the hardship of hunger and then gave you manna to eat, which neither you
nor your fathers had ever known, in order to teach you that man does not live on bread alone,
but that man may live on anything that the LORD decrees.

Il. Multiple Approaches
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Rashi: The test is ancillary. Will they obey the mitzvot associated with the miracle?
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Ramban: The general rule: A nissayon is designed to actualize man’s potential. In this case, a
test of faith
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Ohr HaChaim: The test of free time
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Sforno: The test of plenty

[ll. A Foundational Approach
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The students of Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai asked him: Why didn’t the manna fall for the Jewish
people just once a year to take care of all their needs, instead of coming down every day?
He said to them: | will give you a parable: To what does this matter compare? To a king of flesh
and blood who has only one son. He granted him an allowance for food once a year and the son

greeted his father only once a year, when it was time for him to receive his allowance. So, he
arose and granted him his food every day, and his son visited him every day.

So too, in the case of the Jewish people, someone who had four or five children would be
worried and say: Perhaps the manna will not fall tomorrow and we will all perish. Consequently,
everyone directed their hearts to their Father in heaven every day. The manna that fell each
day was sufficient only for that day, so that all of the Jewish people would pray to God for food
for the next day.

Rav Shimon Bar Yochai: On the march towards independence; a balancing lesson of dependence
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IV. Arguing the Boundaries of Dependence: The Paradigm of the Manna
Various Views on In1'a DI' 12T, ‘Each day’s Portion on its Day’
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Rabbi Eliezer HaModa’i: “Any individual who has provisions for today but questions, ‘What will |
eat tomorrow?’ is among those who lack faith.”
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Rabbi Yehoshua: “An individual who learns two halachot in the morning and evening and works
all day is considered to have observed the Torah in its entirety.
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The Torah was only given to the eaters of manna-[to an individual who] sits and learns and does
not know from where he will obtain food and drink, from where he will obtainclothing and cover
himself.

V. And the Debate Rages On....
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Each well-informed, thinking person whose spirit moves him to devote himself to the service of
the Lord, to know the Lord, and has walked uprightly after casting off his neck the yoke of many
a cunning wile that men contrived, is indeed divinely consecrated, and the Lord will forever and
ever be his portion. God will provide sufficiently for his needs, as he did for the priests and the
Levites. David, may he rest in peace, declared: "The Lord is my allotted portion and my cup; You
hold my lot" (Psalm 16:5).
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Whoever sets his heart to pursue the study of the Torah but do no secular work at all, and
permits himself to be supported by charity, behold him, he blasphemed the Name, and
degraded the Torah, and shadowed the light of religion, and caused evil to be brought upon
himself, and deprived his own life from its share in the world to come; because it is forbidden
to enjoy aught in this world in return of the study of the words of the Torah. The sages said:
"Whosoever enjoys aught in return of the study of the words of the Torah takes his own life
away from the world" (Pirke Abot, 4.7). They have, moreover, commanded and said: "Thou
shalt not make them a garland by which to be considered great nor a spade to dig with them"
(Ibid.). Again, they have commanded and said: "Love manual labor and hate rank". (Pirke Abot,
1.10); whosoever studies the Torah and does not acquire at the same time a manual trade his
knowledge of the Torah will be nullified and bring about sin" (lbid. 2.2.). The end of this will be
that he will rob people for his living.*°
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Our master, z"l, opened his mouth and his tongue in commenting on the Mishna, Avot chapter
4, regarding subsidies given to students and teachers, and even though it seems from his words
that most of the great Torah sages of that time, or all of them, did that. And here also he
follows his same reasoning. And there he cites a proof from Hillel the Elder (Yoma 35b), who
was a wood-cutter and studied. But there is no proof from that example, because that was
specifically at the beginning of his studies; because in their times there were thousands and
myriads of students, perhaps they gave [subsidies] only to the famous [prominent] among
them, or that anyone who was able [to get along] without benefiting [from study] did so.
However, when he [Hillel] achieved wisdom and taught knowledge to the people, would you
imagine that he [still] chopped wood? Similarly, the example that he cited of R' Hanina ben
Dosa (Ber. 17b) is no proof, for if he had wanted to become wealthy, he would not have needed
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to ask people, but rather Heaven would have provided for him, as is mentioned in Ta'anit (25a).
But rather he, z"l, did not want to benefit from this world, and our words apply only to those
who do want to benefit from this world except not in a prohibited way. And Karna (Ket. 105a)
who received compensation [for adjudicating cases], for he was an aroma-tester in a wine
storage facility, determining which [barrels] were fit to maintain. That work was good and
entailed little effort. And there is no doubt that one whom God, may He be blessed, has graced
with the ability to sustain himself from his work is prohibited from taking compensation. And
Rav Huna, who was a water drawer, Rashi z"| has already explained that he drew water to
irrigate his fields. There is no disgrace in this, and also, according to this, he had real estate and
did not need to take compensation.... Even if that is not the view of our master, but rather it is
as his words appear to say in his explanation of the mishna, still, we know that when the law is
uncertain to you, you should follow the minhag. We have seen all sages of Israel, from before
the time of our master and afterward, accept payment from the community. Even if we must
admit that the law follows our master’s words in his explanation of the mishna, it is possible
that all of the sages of the generations agreed to this practice, due to It is a time to act for Gd;
they have annulled Your Torah." Without the available support of students and teachers, they
could not work in Torah appropriately, and Torah would - Gd forbid! - be forgotten. When
support is available, they can involve themselves in study, and Torah will grow and be
strengthened.

And corresponding to the intent to gain wealth it says [Avot 1:13] "one who makes use of the
crown passes away," and here are included all sorts of benefiting from words of Torah. This
applies to one who devotes his study from the beginning to these ends, or if he can sustain
himself without taking compensation for his study. But if he studies for the sake of heaven but
ultimately cannot sustain himself without accepting compensation, it is permitted.... The
principle that emerges is that anyone who lacks a means of sustaining himself may accept his
compensation for teaching, whether from the students themselves or from the community.
And it is likewise permitted to take compensation from the public for judging, or from the
litigants, after observing the conditions mentioned in the laws of Sanhedrin. And since God has
made all this known to us, one might say that our Master's intent here is that one must not cast
off the yoke of work in order to sustain oneself from other people in order to study, but rather
one should learn a trade that sustains him; if it suffices for him, well and good, and if not, he
may take sufficient from the community, and there is no problem. This is why he wrote,
"Anyone who takes it into his mind, etc," and he cited several mishnayot showing that is proper
to study a trade. And even if we do not say that this is our Master's view, but rather what
appears from his words in his Mishna Commentary, we still have the principle that wherever
the halacha is weak [uncertain] in your hands, go according to the practice. And we have seen
that all the sages of Israel, before our Master's time and after him were accustomed to take
compensation from the public, and even if we affirm that the halacha is according to our
Master in the Mishna Commentary, it is possible that all the sages of the generations agreed,
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based on "A time to act for God, they have overturned Your Torah" (Ps. 119:126), for if
sustenance for students and teachers were not available, they could not labor in Torah
appropriately, and the Torah would be forgotten, God forbid, and it [sustenance] being
available, they can engage, and "He will magnify and glorify Torah." (Isa. 42:21)
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A person should not think to engage in Torah and to acquire wealth or honor with the learning,
for one who ventures to think such a thought will not achieve the crown of Torah. Rather, one
should make his Torah fixed and his work contingent, and should reduce business and engage in
Torah. He should put aside temporary pleasures from his mind and do work all day for his
livelihood if he does not have enough to eat, and the rest of the day and the night he should
engage in Torah. And it is a great quality to generate one's sustenance from the work of his
hands, as it says, "The product of your hands you shall surely eat" (Ps. 128). Anyone who puts in
his mind occupying himself with Torah and not working, but supporting himself from tz'dakah,
behold, this one desecrates the Divine name and dishonors the Torah. For it is forbidden to
derive benefit from words of Torah, and any Torah that does not have work along with it, it
attracts sin and he winds up robbing people. And all of this applies to one who is healthy and
can engage in his work or in a profession a little and provide for his livelihood. However, an
elder or a sick person is permitted to derive benefit from his Torah such that they will provide
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for him. And some say that it is permitted even for a healthy person. And therefore the practice
in all Jewish communities has been that the Rav of the city has an income and provisions from
the other people of the city, so that he will not have to engage in work in front of other people,
so that the Torah becomes degraded in front of the multitude. And [this applies] specifically to
the sage who needs it, but for a wealthy person it is prohibited. And some are more lenient,
saying that it is permitted for a sage and his students to accept subsidies from those who
donate in order to strengthen the hands of those who study Torah, since in this manner they
can engage in Torah in affluence. Nevertheless, one who is able to provide for himself well from
the work of his own hands and to engage in Torah, it is a pious quality and a gift of God, but this
is not the nature of all persons, for it is impossible for everyone to engage in Torah and to
become wise in it and to provide for himself by himself....



